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AFTERMATH OF THE U-2—

THE ARGUMENT GOES ON -~

-

Findings of Investigating.

Was the President right or wrong.in his
handlirtg of U-2 flights over Russia? )

The Senate Foreign Relations. Committee
spent days delving into that question after the
collapse of the Paris *‘summit’’ conference, ¢

Now the Committee’s findings are puﬁ!k-—
lut the issue is far from settied. 4.

e foll-om'né excerpts are fromvfbks
rons Committee repor! on the U-2 tHnhis
ceport wos made public on June 25, 1960

[er it be smd at the outset that the gatho
sence with respect to foreign ctivities potentis Iy T
¢ s seconty and that of the free world’ is fully justified By
45 well as by vital:necessity. Since time fmmé-
nations have found it hecessary toengage in
ot both the overt and covert variety. The Soviet.
1o atsell has probably
it on a4 wider scale than any-other nation in the history
C e worl]l What the Compmittee is concerned with respect-
-+ the U-2 program is not the propriety. desirability or neces-
w1+ b such uperatons. but the lessons, if any, which can be
Jnan teom the failure of the May 1 flight and related events.

1 the basis of assified testimony which cannot be dis-
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* the Coanttee has no reason to believe that technioal

Cretins for the flight were faulty or that the pilot was
Llde s espect. From the technical point of view—

e preparation and equipment of plane and pilot—

Cioat Deegeell the U2 on May 1 was just plan bad tuck.
: feomans the piestion of the wisdom of sending the
“Fhee Committee was told that the flight was after
S a b well uhove average nnportance. but it was not
The Committee cannot
e conclusion as 1o whether the impor-
v e e sonhit fustified the risks which weie
e A et e Coomnttee FECOLNIZES the necessity for
wte W e apetations, 1t s strongly of the opinion

ot he pon 4 separation of powers cannot

IR Y

What e andonmation

RN

W

f .
toon

AR AR AN l‘t! 8]

TR ;‘)(‘ .

i the caeennve branch did not see fit to confide in it this

paece b Tidonn

‘ et Vhe Comunttee recognizes that the Ad-

D e eeal snzht o seiuse the  information
o everntive privideye
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e e peeadent the Searetay ot S'Y;\f('.
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engaged in covert intelligence Bos

Jr o dhsappoiuted that the responsible offi-

Ation which s crucial to reaching an in- '

Yiewgibf"-lndividuol Senators

N

nd the argumnient—

38 of the Committee report
ppoges. - il

pparate views of three

Aus. o speech by Chair-

s and a reply by

ugsian Covernment. a probing
fvolved in the U-2 operations.
s and chagrin of the Soviets
years, only have been ex-
£ ylolent geaction when this pene-
made ppblic. - .
8 stances surrounding
2y 1. the question which arises
e U. S. Government. The first con-
. *’s».- cover story, which had been
it theet suchi a contingency, was inade-
1, Koy which in fact existed. The cover
‘#EdTh regard to the U-2 for the period May
1 to 7 might have setved its purpose if the plane had ‘come
down wnder different circumstances. Until May 7, it was not
known in Washington where the U-2 had come down.
: plapc's Bj@*«pl -was kpown, however, and it would
ve been @ reasm\t&t tassumption that the chances were
quite good that the plane was nowhere near the Soviet
—m  At-any-rate, tho cover storvwas quite obviously out-anked
on May 7, and the responsible officials felt that it was thew
necessary to discuss the matter in greater detail. It was ad
mitted that the U-2 was on a reconnaissance mission, but it
wus denied that the mission had been authorized from Wash
ington, 1

1o Khrushchev's early statements about the plane. he had!
implied doubt that President Eisenhower knew abhout the
operation. The May 7 statement of the State Departinent
secined to confirm this doubt. However, on Muy 9 Secretany
Herter said the program of fights—though ot specific fights
a5 such-had been authorized by the President. The substance
of this statement was repeated by the President  hirnselt
Mav 11, . )

The towrse which the President took unprecedented o
intelligence operatious, so far ay the Committee bnows o the
rec(wx{ discloses. It is known that Aflen Pulles [ Dwector ol
“he Gential Intelligence Agency] wie prepared o acerpt e
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